TROOPS WELFARE IN THE FAR EAST, DECEMBER 20, 1944

In some directions it will not be possible to achieve what we desire
until the defeat of Germany enables greater resources to be diverted
to the East. But plans have been made and directions are being given
so that when these greater resources become available, they can be
diverted without loss of time to the amelioration of the conditions of
'service of the men and women of the Services and the Merchant Navy
who arc called upon to continue the fight against Japan. At that
stage a greater volume of air transport should become available, and
this will render practicable an improvement in the facilities for the
conveyance of fresh food and other comforts to the troops in the
forward areas, and for the movement of men on urgent compassionate
leave and to some extent on ordinary leave from the front. It will
also make possible a wider use of air transport for the evacuation of
casualties and the improvement of the transport of mails. A plan is
being prepared iindcr which the rapidity of mails can be progressively
improved and the charges reduced. The immediate target is to carry
by air all letter mail to the Far East, and it is hoped to achieve this
early in 1945. The Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department
has drawn attention in his report to the inadequacy of accommodation
in leave centres and static camps in the Far Eastern theatres. A
thorough revision of the present scales of accommodation and amenities
in these centres and camps has already been ordered. Attention is
being given to the adoption of modern methods of construction, the
extension of fly-proofing of buildings, and the provision in greater
quantities of modern appurtenances, including refrigerators, shower
baths, and good furniture. These improvements will proceed as far as
resources permit* Special attention is also being given to the provision
of a varied diet and up-to-date hygienic systems of preparing and
cooking food.

Measures arc being taken as a matter of urgency which will in due
course improve the supplies of beer available for the Forces in India.
Indian production of beer has already been expanded to the fullest
extent which is practicable without the import of raw materials and
plant, but I hope it will be found possible to increase further both,
imported supplies and Indian production. Arrangements are also
well advanced to produce in India cigarettes of a type more palatable
to British troops. Trial brands have already been issued with a view
to large-scale production when it is known which type is preferred by
the men. Measures are also in hand to accelerate the provision of
cinema apparatus and wireless equipment, most of which I should
mention can only be obtained from the U.S.A. The value of the work
, done by British women for the well-being of the troops in India
has been proved. Steps are now being taken to encourage rnore
British women) both those who are resident in India now and volua'-
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